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Higher Education Funding Cycle 
 
The attached charts illustrate the relationship between state funding for public higher education 
institutions and the tuition increases experienced by resident undergraduates attending those 
institutions.  Biennia in which recessions occur are shaded.  These charts are aggregated by 
sector of institution. 
 
Chart 1:  Research Institutions 
 

Chart 2:  Comprehensive Institutions 
 

Chart 3:  Community and Technical Colleges 
 
In general, for all three sectors, when state funds decrease due to economic recession, tuition 
increases.  This represents an increasing offset of the cost of instruction from state support to 
tuition revenue.   
 
In constant FY 1980 dollars, funding per student for public baccalaureate institutions peaked in 
the 1989-91 biennium, while community and technical college funding per student has recovered 
from the same kind of significant declines. 
 
From 1979-81 to 2005-07, state funding is shown as Near General Fund-State actual 
expenditures.  State funding for the current and next biennium is shown at current enacted 
appropriations levels.  All dollar amounts are have been adjusted by the implicit price deflator to 
FY 1980 dollars and represent funding per budgeted full-time equivalent student enrollment. 
 
Resident undergraduate tuition increases are shown as the biennial average of actual resident 
undergraduate tuition increases.  Tuition increases in 2009-11 are show as the biennial average 
of the maximum possible tuition increases, and not final institution tuition rates. 
 



Chart 1

Source: LEAP Data except as noted. HECB-FP 5/29/09 Page 1 of 3
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Biennia

Research Institutions 
IPD Adjusted State Biennial Funding Per Budgeted FTE for Higher Education as Compared to 

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Rate Increase

State Funding per FTE

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Increase

Notes:
*2007-09 Funding Reflects Appropriation Levels from 2009 Supplemental 2007-09 Operating Budget.
**2009-11 Funding and FTE Levels Reflect Appropriation Levels from 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature. 2009-11 Tuition rates are 
maximum allowable increases under 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature.

FY 1980 Dollars, Average Biennial Budgeted FTE Student Enrollment, Near General Fund-State, Biennia with Recessions are Shaded



Chart 2

Source: LEAP Data except as noted. HECB-FP 5/29/09 Page 2 of 3
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Biennia

Comprehensive Institutions 
IPD Adjusted State Biennial Funding Per Budgeted FTE for Higher Education as Compared to 

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Rate Increase

State Funding per FTE

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Increase

Notes:
*2007-09 Funding Reflects Appropriation Levels from 2009 Supplemental 2007-09 Operating Budget.
**2009-11 Funding and FTE Levels Reflect Appropriation Levels from 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature. 2009-11 Tuition rates are 
maximum allowable increases under 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature.

FY 1980 Dollars, Average Biennial Budgeted FTE Student Enrollment, Near General Fund-State, Biennia with Recessions are Shaded



Chart 3

Source: LEAP Data except as noted. HECB-FP 5/29/09 Page 3 of 3
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Biennia

Community and Technical Colleges 
IPD Adjusted State Biennial Funding Per Budgeted FTE for Higher Education as Compared to 

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Rate Increase

State Funding per FTE

Average Biennial Resident Undergraduate Tuition Increase

Notes:
*2007-09 Funding Reflects Appropriation Levels from 2009 Supplemental 2007-09 Operating Budget.
**2009-11 Funding and FTE Levels Reflect Appropriation Levels from 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature. 2009-11 Tuition rates are 
maximum allowable increases under 2009-11 Operating Budget as Passed Legislature.

FY 1980 Dollars, Average Biennial Budgeted FTE Student Enrollment, Near General Fund-State, Biennia with Recessions are Shaded




