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Review of System Design Plan

• May – July Meeting Topics/Study Elements
– Population, Institutions, Programs (the “what”)

– Students and Faculty (the “who”)

– Local governance and alternate educational delivery 
options (the “how”)

• Timeline

3/2 5/4         6/15      7/20       9/16    10/19      11/19
“What”     “Who”   “How”     Draft Review      Adopt

recs.      by HECB    by HECB

2



SDP Work Plan “Road Map” 
for today’s meeting

Descriptions of the State (macro-level)
• Population:  density, racial/ethnic minority groups, change 2000 to 2008
• Educational attainment levels

Descriptions about Washington’s Higher Education Institutions
• Current structure of Washington’s higher education system, including institutional 

and sector broad missions 
• Location, size (student FTE), and overall shape of Washington higher education 

program offerings of existing two- and four-year institutions 
• State and regional degree production compared to Master Plan goals, national 

benchmarks, and gaps between current supply and job openings
• Analysis of degree production by location, sector, and major/high demand fields

Options for Expansion (afternoon session)

• How and where should graduate and undergraduate degree and certificate programs 
throughout Washington be developed, including the appropriate size and mix of 
programs?

• What are the rational rules for growth  for the MP concept of “expand on demand?”
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Population and 
Geographical Challenges

• Low population density over large tracts of land

• Geographical challenges:  Impact of mountains, water and 
highways on access

• Hispanic/Latino populations widely distributed across the state

• American Indian population small, but widely distributed across 
the state

• Rapid population growth in some areas where we have minimal 
higher education presence

• Washington’s “Baby Boomers” (born 1946-1964) are the most 
highly-educated generation in our history; younger adults in 
Washington have, on average, less education  than Boomers.
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Population Maps

8 ERDC maps located at www.erdc.wa.gov/temporary/

1.  Density:  Statewide 

2.  Density:  King/Snohomish/Pierce/Kitsap regions

Persons per square mile: by under-represented groups
3. Hispanic/Latino

4. Black/African American

5. Asian

6. American Indian/Alaska Native

7. Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander

8.  Population Change 2000-2008

Source:  ERDC, OFM
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Review of Public University and Branch 
Campus Enabling Legislation (RCW)

• Statute indicates that UW’s purpose is “to provide a liberal education in 
literature, science, art, law, medicine, military science and such other fields” as 
established by the board or regents or by law. (RCW28B.20.020)

• Statute indicates that WSU’s purpose is “to provide higher education in such 
fields” as established by the board of regents or by law, “including instruction 
in agriculture or other industrial pursuits, mechanical arts and the natural 
sciences.” (RCW28B.30.015) 

• Statutes indicate that the primary function of branch campuses is to expand 
regional access to baccalaureate and master’s levels. (RCW28B.45.030, 040, 
050)

• Regional universities’ primary missions are to provide programs through the 
master’s degree, serve particular regions, focus on applied and professional 
areas, serve transfer students, and provide extended occupational and 
complementary studies programs that are integrated with the region’s 
community and technical colleges. (RCW28B.35.050)
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Mission of Broad Access: 
Community and Technical Colleges 

• 34 community and 
technical colleges serve 
nearly half a million people 
each year – 460,696 
students in 2007-08

• 169,189 full-time students 
(annual FTES) – 80% state 
funded – 136,199 FTES  

Workforce 
Education

45%

Transfer
39%

Basic Skills 

as 
Immediate 

Goal
12%

All Other

4%

Annual State FTEs, 2007-08

Source:  SBCTC 2007-08 Academic Year Report
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Missions of 
Private Universities and Colleges

• The Independent Colleges of Washington (ICW) 
include 10 independent non-profit degree-granting 
universities and four-year liberal arts-based colleges 
headquartered in Washington state, accredited by the 
Commission on Colleges and Universities of the 
Northwest Association of Schools and of Colleges and 
Universities, which are open to all academically 
prepared persons on equal terms.  

• (Handout:  Capsules of Distinction – Independent 
Colleges of Washington)
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Missions of 
Private Colleges

• The mission of Washington’s private career colleges 
that are part of the Northwest Career Colleges 
Federation is to provide opportunities for education 
and training in high demand industries; to offer 
programs of study in which graduates with the right 
knowledge, skills and behaviors have higher 
employment potential; and to provide a foundation 
and desire in graduates to pursue lifelong learning.

• Other private institutions—baccalaureate institutions, 
proprietary and career colleges—exist and their 
missions vary.
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Washington’s Higher Education Institutions

• Washington’s public 4-year higher education system is relatively small 
compared to other states:  only 6 main campuses.

• 5 branch campuses (including WSU Spokane) and numerous centers provide 
additional access.  Growth of some branch campuses in other states, such as 
Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville, suggests that full establishment can 
take a decade or two.

• 34 community and technical colleges provide substantial access; 7 of the CTCs 
offer Applied Baccalaureate degrees.

• 18 of Washington’s 39 counties have neither a public 4-year institution nor a 
community or technical college. Of these 18 counties, 9 have a CTC center.

• Of the 10 ICW institutions, 5 are located in the densely populated Puget Sound 
region.  ICW centers and sites provide additional access in 7 counties that do 
not have main ICW campuses; four are located in central Washington.

• 9 counties have no bricks-and-mortar higher education presence (institutions, 
branches, centers, or sites) :  East: Adams, Columbia, Lincoln, Okanogan, Pend 
Oreille; Central:  Klickitat, Skamania; and West:  Jefferson, Wahkiakum.
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